














3. Conclusi on

The major ity of African cul tur al objec ts stolen or illegally expropriated from Africa during colonisation and im-
perialist occup ation aswell asin subsequent yearsare being illegitimat ely held in museums and private collec -
tions in the Glob al Nor th. Efforts to enhanc e the retur nh and restitution of these cul tur al objec ts have been sub -
stantiv ely met with refusal, with apologist reasons being developed to justif y the retention of these cultur al ob-
jects in the Glob al Nor th. Int ernational hard and soft law frame works as well as institutional mec hanisms have
been put in plac e to addr ess the challenges of repatriation and retur n of these cul tur al objec ts to their original

will from the holding nations to restitut e these cultur al objec ts to their original owner s. The failur e of these in-
ternational legal mec hanisms has seen efforts being made at the domestic level in litigation for the restitution
of these cultur al objec ts, litigation that has been major ly been hamstrung by the use of private property laws
in private int ernational law to frustr ate these efforts. This report has proposed the utilisation of a human
rights-b ased appr oach to under tak e supr anational litigation using the right to cultur e and the right to proper ty
to challenge the holding of these cultural objec ts in the Glob al North and enhanc e their repatriation to their






