










3. Conclusi on 

The major it y of Afr ican cul tur al objec ts stolen or illegally expr opr iat ed from Afr ica dur ing colonisation and im-The major it y of Afr ican cul tur al objec ts stolen or illegally expr opr iat ed from Afr ica dur ing colonisation and im-
per ialist occup ation as w ell as in subsequent years are being illegitimat ely held in museums and pr ivat e collec -
tions in the Glob al Nor th. Effor ts to enhanc e the retur n and restitution of these cul tur al objec ts ha ve been sub -
stantiv ely met with refusal, with apologist reasons being de veloped to justif y the ret ention of these cul tur al ob -
jec ts in the Glob al Nor th. Int ernational har d and soft law frame w orks as w ell as institutional mec hanisms ha ve 
been put in plac e to addr ess the challenges of rep atr iation and retur n of these cul tur al objec ts to their or iginal 

will from the holding nations to restitut e these cul tur al objec ts to their or iginal owner s. The failur e of these in-
ternational legal mec hanisms has seen ef for ts being made at the domestic level in litigation for the restitution 
of these cul tur al objec ts, litigation that has been major ly been hamstrung by the use of pr ivat e pr oper ty law s 
in pr ivat e int ernational law to frustr at e these ef for ts. This repor t has pr oposed the utilisation of a human 
rights-b ased appr oach to under tak e supr anational litigation using the right to cul tur e and the right to pr oper ty 
to challenge the holding of these cul tur al objec ts in the Glob al Nor th and enhanc e their rep atr iation to their 

or iginal owner s as cr itical cul tur al her itage. The repor t also calls for the complementar y ef for ts at diplomac y 
and the utilisation of alternativ e justic e methods if litigation pr oves unsuc cessful in enhanc ing the restitution 
of these cul tur al objec ts. The repor t recommends that the Afr ican Union could under tak e substantiv e negotia-
tion with the major regional bloc ks wher e Afr ican cul tur al objec ts are being held – the Eur ope an Union and the 
Unit ed Stat es using the soft law guidelines suc h as those de veloped for the retur n of Nazi-loot ed Ar tefacts – so 
as to expedit e the restitution and retur n of these cul tur al objec ts. The Repor t also pr oposes that individual Afr i-

can countr ies with cul tur al objec ts being held in the Glob al Nor th should do mor e at an individual level to en-
hanc e the rep atr iation of these cul tur al objec ts, failur e of whic h the Afr ican Human Rights System could be 
used by affec ted communities to hold their go vernments accountable for lack of go vernmental action for the 
rep atr iation of these cul tur al objec ts. 

  This Repor t w as review ed b y the P ALU Legal T eam and v alidat ed b y a p anel of e xper ts on 7 th July 2 023, in Livingst one, Zambia.




